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come to love this or hate it, the reality is simple: “Brexit” is the last word on where we are in the world. It is

part of the status quo. Brexit is no longer part of the status quo. We live in a world of globalisation. Our
world was expanding with a steady march of integration. We wanted to be part of these processes – just as
Chinese goods are the nearest things we have to a cultural “china shop”. The process of globalisation was a
long time coming, but it was probably inevitable that a point would be reached at which the British people
would become fed up with a system in which the best and the brightest move from Britain, the ones with

the ability and the drive, always leaving those who were left behind. The British didn’t like the onslaught of
Chinese goods in the 1990s. The British want to protect their jobs, their standards, their culture, their way

of life. It took some initial resistance in the 1990s, but it was inevitable that our options would become even
more limited. Nothing matters more than employment; even more than the economy. People in Britain fear
that their jobs will be lost to countries where labour is cheaper, where the rules are more flexible, where the

environment isn’t as important. The fear is that we’ll lose our jobs to countries that are supposedly less
wealthy, less politically stable and less efficient than we are. At the same time, we are all aware that our
countries and even our parts of our countries have changed beyond recognition. Different cultures, even

different countries, don’t look anything like they used to. The ethnic colour in British cities is changing, or
at least changing faster than we would like. There are vast parts of the country where things are changing so

fast that British people living there don’t really understand their past. You can’t go to a pub and identify
your part of the country; you wouldn’t be able to do it if you tried. Places like Liverpool, Birmingham,
Bristol, Tyneside, Oldham and Dudley – and to a lesser extent, places like London and Aberdeen – are

almost unrecognisable from the Britain that existed five years ago, 10 years ago,
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