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after the introduction to the game, i ask children to show me how they learned to play the game. i respond to what they tell me and offer ideas based on my own experience
and other evidence. for example, i have seen children who notice patterns in the game and ask their parents what the pattern means. children learn differently, so we should
not expect to find the same way. teachers can play the game with children and model best practices for game play. however, we must remember that we are educators first,
and when we play the game we may act as children or as an adult. children can learn english in a fun and creative way by using english skills in different ways than they use

them in school. children can learn about vocabulary in familiar ways and they can also use some of these skills to learn about grammar. my students get to express their
ideas freely and creatively, using the english language to communicate. my classroom is an environment where i allow them to explore the world and their ideas in their own
ways. i do not try to force them to learn in a certain way. however, i give them lots of opportunities to practice and consolidate their learning. i challenge them to think and to
try new things. my students practice their listening skills as they play. by placing a value on the game, they learn to listen carefully to their own language and to the language
of the game. the game provides an opportunity for children to play a role in the stories they tell. for example, when a child reads the story, he or she speaks the story to the

others. they may not always understand the words, but they hear the story. they learn that english is part of their lives and that it will always be a part of their life.
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i do not have the resources for technology at home, but my students
watch videos and use the ipad or other tablets at school. i also make
sure that they have access to computers at home and in the library. i

try to incorporate technology into my instruction, and the children
are often the ones who bring ideas to me. they watch videos and use
apps on their own, and they also help me create learning activities.
this way, the children feel ownership over their learning and can be
creative. assessment and learning go hand in hand. i need to assess
all students, and then i can make changes and adjustments to the
instruction or curriculum. the childrens' scores on the early reading
assessments will be used to identify the children who need more

individual instruction. if they score well on these assessments, they
are ready to move on to more challenging reading and

comprehension texts. in a class of twenty children, i will typically
have five of these at risk children. they will receive a differentiated
reading intervention using the books i have on our shelves. these
books help me to organize the instruction and differentiate for the

children who need it. i also record childrens answers on many of the
assessments i use. i find that this helps me to better understand their

learning. for example, on the annual spmc assessment, i record
answers and read them back to the children. the best way to help

your child learn is to understand the language (because after all, that
is the goal of this game). teach yourself the basics: a-b-c. as you

learn these, you will be able to do the best job of teaching your child.
do not begin with the whole language. start with what you know and
build from there. (and if you dont know those, then study a bit first.)
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