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116. at the root of personal and social divisions, which in differing degrees offend the value and dignity of the human person, there is a wound which is present in man's inmost self. in the light of faith we call it sin: beginning with original sin, which all of us bear from birth as an inheritance from our first parents, to the sin which each one of us commits when we
abuse our own freedom[224]. the consequences of sin, insofar as it is an act of separation from god, are alienation, that is, the separation of man not only from god but also from himself, from other men and from the world around him. man's rupture with god leads tragically to divisions between brothers. in the description of the first sin', the rupture with yahweh
simultaneously breaks the bond of friendship that had united the human family. thus the subsequent pages of genesis show us the man and the woman as it were pointing an accusing finger at each other (cf. gen. 3:12). later we have brother hating brother and finally taking his brother's life (cf. gen 4:2-16). according to the babel story, the result of sin is the
shattering of the human family, already begun with the first sin and now reaching its most extreme form on the social level[225]. reflecting on the mystery of sin, we cannot fail to take into consideration this tragic connection between cause and effect. 457. the results of science and technology are, in themselves, positive. far from thinking that works produced by
man's own talent and energy are in opposition to god's power, and that the rational creature exists as a kind of rival to the creator, christians are convinced that the triumphs of the human race are a sign of god's grace and the flowering of his own mysterious design[950]. the council fathers also emphasize the fact that the greater man's power becomes, the farther
his individual and community responsibility extends[951], and that every human activity is to correspond, according to the design and will of god, to humanity's true good[952]. in this regard, the magisterium has repeatedly emphasized that the catholic church is in no way opposed to progress[953], rather she considers science and technology are a wonderful
product of a god-given human creativity, since they have provided us with wonderful possibilities, and we all gratefully benefit from them[954]. for this reason, as people who believe in god, who saw that nature which he had created was good', we rejoice in the technological and economic progress which people, using their intelligence, have managed to
make[955].
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514. the right to decide on one's own destiny is inherent in human nature. if there is no legitimate authority to regulate the exercise of this right, it is best left to god, who, as the author of all human rights, cannot abdicate his responsibility.[788] human beings must therefore reach an agreement on the regulation of their own lives and on the conditions under which
they are willing to live together. this presupposes a system of laws and institutions, which are to be established in accordance with the principles of natural law, so that they will conform to the purposes of god. the state has the duty to establish and maintain a legal order that will guarantee the protection of human rights.[789] in the modern world, the family is the
natural cell of society, and its role is to transmit to its members the values of personal and social responsibility, of solidarity and of mutual assistance. the family should not be considered as an isolated entity, but as a social institution belonging to the whole of society, with its own social role and dignity. the state has a duty to recognize and support the family, and
to promote a system of social protection for those who are poor or needy.[790] a healthy family is the basis of a healthy society, which in turn is a prerequisite for the freedom and dignity of the human person. this dignity must be respected by all social, political and economic institutions. 526. the state has a duty to protect those who are weak and defenseless; in
particular, the elderly, the sick and the children. it has a duty to provide for the protection of the human person, the environment and the common good, in such a way that each person has the opportunity to reach his or her potential in a healthy environment.[791] in practice, this means that the state must protect the environment, not by prohibiting the use of

certain products but by ensuring that it is used in such a way as to preserve our common home. the state must not profit from the use of certain things, but must use its resources to assist those who are less fortunate. this would mean that the state would have the duty to assist all those who are in need, whether in the form of material assistance, or in the form of
protection and care. in the present day, however, there are many people who are in need because of unexpected natural disasters and these people require assistance, but such assistance is sometimes lacking. the state must help ensure that the tragedies of nature are as rare as possible, and that all people are able to enjoy a decent standard of living. likewise,

the state has the duty to assist those who are incapable of providing for themselves. the state is also responsible for ensuring that those who are poor and not capable of providing for themselves have access to decent food, to health care and to a decent living. 5ec8ef588b
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